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Our Very First Issuel!

The Asia-Pacific Biosafety Association (A-PBA)
is committed to fostering, supporting,
providing and training on biosafety and
biosecurity knowledge in the region. Part of
A-PBAs goal has been to develop a
Newsletter to keep A-PBA members and
regional  biosafety  professionals and
associations appraised of upcoming training,
best practices and activities of local
(Asia-Pacific) Biosafety Associations.

To meet this goal, A-PBA has assembled a
team of regional and international editorial
experts from varied specialties and
organizations who are volunteering time to
develop and produce a bi-annual Newsletter.
This inaugural Newsletter marks the start of a
regional goal for the Asia-Pacific region. We
encourage and ask all biosafety professionals,
organizations and entities working with
biological agents to submit an article,
commentary or information regarding your
local biosafety association, available training,
best practices or new regulations to this
Newsletter.

Again, our goal is to be fully inclusive and
educational and we need your help to
achieve this goal. To facilitate a goal of open
communication and dissemination  of
knowledge the Newsletter will be posted free
of charge at A-PBA and we invite other
Biosafety Associations and organizations to
link to our site on behalf of their members.
Together we learn and progress.

Sincere Regards,
Barbara Johnson
Editor

Editorial Team:
Dr Barbara Johnson,
Biosafety/Biosecurity Consultant;

Ms Kam Wai Kuen, Senior Manager for
Workplace Health & Safety, Safety
Network, Singapore General Hospital;

Ms Lin Yueh Nuo, Virology Branch, Agri-

food & Veterinary Authority of Singapore;

Dr Lynette Oon, Snr Consultant Micro-
biologist, Singapore General Hospital,

Dr Se Thoe Su Yun, Deputy Head,
Biosafety Branch, Operations Group,
Ministry of Health (Singapore).
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
of the Asia-Pacific Biosafety Association

In the last decade, the Asia-Pacific region
has experienced numerous outbreaks of
infectious diseases that have affected
both humans and animals. These
outbreaks resulted not just in the loss of
life in the region and around the world, but
also caused considerable damage to the
fragile economies of many of the
developing countries in the region.

This growing threat of possible and
frequent outbreaks of emerging and
re-emerging diseases in the region has
raised concerns on the preparedness of
countries in the region in responding to
these outbreaks as a collective
community, as no one country can be
adequately effective in its response to an
outbreak if the neighboring country is ill
prepared. The experiences from SARS
confirms this challenge and the need for a
collective and concerted regional
approach toward these disease outbreaks.

It was then in October 2004 after returning
from the American Biosafety Association
(ABSA) Conference in the USA that a small
group of friends got together in Singapore
with the idea of establishing a regional
biosafety association with the primary
goal of promoting biosafety in the region
and to foster the growth of a regional
biosafety community. After a few
meetings to draft the constitution and
by-laws, the Asia-Pacific  Biosafety
Association was formally registered on the
22 Feb 2005.

have grown so rapidly, had it not been for
the support of ABSA and its members
such as Ms. Maureen Ellis, Dr. Stefan
Wagener and many others that supported
us with much encouragement and
guidance in that process.

There is still so much to be done in the
region to bring Laboratory Biorisk
(Biosafety & Biosecurity) Management to a
higher level. The publishing of this A-PBA
Biosafety newsletter is certainly a step
forward in that direction and | like to
congratulate the Newsletter Editorial
Team for this wonderful job. We hope it
will develop further in not just a tool for
the dissemination of useful biosafety
information, but also serves to provide a
forum in bringing our biosafety commu-
nity in the region closer as we move
forward together in promoting a safer
environment for all in the region that have
to deal with infectious materials.

We would like to encourage each of you to
participate in the activities of A-PBA by
sharing your experiences and knowledge
for the collective interest and benefit of all
in the region and around the world.

Thank you.
Dr.Chua Teck Mean

President
Asia-Pacific Biosafety Association

Today, the Asia-Pacific Biosafety
Association has grown into a
regional organization with .
membership from 21 countries in .
the region and around the world. It
gives me great pleasure to
congratulate and thank the first .
President of A-PBA, Dr. Ling Ai Ee .
and the founding members for their
vision and contribution to the
biosafety community in the Asia .
Pacific region. The Asia-Pacific
Biosafety Association could not
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A-PBA CONFERENCE, BANGKOK 2008

Biosafety Issues in Emerging and Re-Emerging Diseases

25th -28th March 2008

Siam City Hotel, Bangkok, Thailand

Biosafety is now an integral part of
biological research and has been
recognized as a discipline on its own.
Recent advances and development in
biosafety provide scientists and researchers
a safe, secure and conducive working
environment.

The conference, with the theme “Biosafety
Issues in Emerging and Re-Emerging
Diseases” provided a forum for biosafety
professionals to exchange views on the
various emerging issues and developments
in biosafety in the Asia-Pacific Region. The
conference addressed issues ranging from
design engineering to the management of
various issues such as developments in
biosafety standards, role of biosafety
professionals and  operation  and
maintenance issues.

We are pleased that this year’s conference
had received interest from regional
countries such as China, Hong Kong, Japan,
Korea, Indonesia, Brunei, Cambodia, Myan-
mar, Vietnam, Pakistan and many others,
besides countries from the west such as
Sweden, Switzerland, Canada and USA.

We are also very grateful to the WHO for
their ~ continued  participation  and
attendance in our conference.

The
interests from both local and overseas
sponsors who contributed in kind, apart

conference garnered numerous

from exhibiting the latest trends in
products, services and technologies in
biosafety.

Internationally renowned biosafety experts
and professionals, and local and overseas
speakers, contributed their time, effort and
resources to share their experiences, making
this conference a valuable sharing and
exchange forum for the delegates.

Finally, we acknowledge the sponsoring
agents who sponsored delegates from
regional  countries, enabling many
delegates from these countries to attend
the meeting and benefit from the

experience-sharing sessions.

With the success of this first A-PBA
conference held outside Singapore, A-PBA
intends to continue its outreach to the
region by holding more conferences in
different countries in the Asia-Pacific
Region.

Report contributed by Chook Mee Lan.
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